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THE BENEFICE OF THE WINTERBOURNES
AND COMPTON VALENCE

Priest-in-Charge Canon Harold Stephens
(Team Rector of the Dorchester Benefice)

Team Vicar  Prebendary John Good
The Rectory, Martinstown DT2 9JZ Telephone 01305 889466

e-mail johngood.martinstown@hotmail. co. uk
The Parish of the Winterbournes
Each Parish Church retains its own local committees, but there is now a single 
Parochial Church Council for Abbas, Martinstown, and Steepleton
Churchwardens
Dick Corbett-Winder 889410 Bruce Robertson
John Crawford 889377  Martin Hartley 889239
PCC Hon. Secretary  Rosemary Duke 889555
PCC Hon. Treasurer  Bruce Robertson
The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwarden   Jeremy Russell 01308482227
PCC Hon. Secretary  Tessa Russell 01308 488227

Any of the above can be approached in the first instance for Baptism, 
Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit. The Clergy would welcome being 
kept informed when people are ill or in distress, and have answer phones for you 
to leave a message.

If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public prayer of 
the Church, we are glad to do this as long as the permission of the person 
involved is assured.

Harold and John usually take Thursday as a day-off

���������	

is one way in which we support the good work of the Children’s 
Society.  And another -  have you considered having a collecting 
box in your home ?    It’s a good way of saving small coinage to 
mount up and put to good use.    
           Children’s Society local Secretary/Treasurer is: 

           Mrs Jan Trevett •  Savernake Lodge • Martinstown
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December 2010

A survey done in 2008 just before Christmas is said to have found that 750 
out of every thousand people did not believe in the virgin birth, shepherds 
or wise men. Many of those questioned claimed to be Christian.

This highlights dilemmas we and every generation face -  What is historical 
fact?  What is faith story?  What is legend and what is based in fact?  What 
is saga and fable, and what is truth?
   
The Bible gives us three different perspectives of Jesus birth: Matthew 
speaks primarily of Joseph, Luke of Elizabeth and Mary, John writes of an 
eternal Word clothed in human flesh. So the Gospels give voice to different 
traditions.  They are the product of struggles in the early Church to make 
sense of stories, many of them fanciful and reminiscent of Greek and 
Roman legends but rejected for inclusion in Scripture. Christians believe 
the Gospels in our Bible provide a record which can be trusted because 
they lead us into Truth.
       
So Christmas challenges us to look behind the stories, and discern how 
many strands of Jewish religion, Jewish hopes, and Jewish expectations 
came to be focussed on a child, born of a woman.      We know him as Jesus 
Christ who grew up to reveal God in a unique ministry, and who came “for 
us and for our salvation”

May the stories of Christ’s birth bring us joy and hope; and may the 
struggles to understand, to believe, to worship, be acceptable to the Living 
God who calls us in love to be his sons and daughters.

                                                



8

Christmas at a glance
12 Dec   18.00 Martinstown                   Benefice Christingle
16 Dec   18.30 Martinstown    Winterbourne Valley School Carol Service
17 Dec   16.00 Steepleton Manor          Carols and Readings
19 Dec   18.00 Martinstown                  Carol Service
20 Dec   19.00 Compton Valence         Carol Service
21 Dec   15.00 Park House                    Carols and Readings
22 Dec   18.30 Abbas & Steepleton      Carol Service at Abbas
24 Dec   16.00 Abbas                              Crib Service
               18.00 Martinstown                  Crib Service
               23.00 (nb time 11.00 pm )       Steepleton    Midnight Mass
25 Dec   09.30 Compton Valence         Christmas Eucharist 
               11.00 Martinstown                 Christmas Eucharist
26 Dec   11.00 St Stephen (Sunday)     Martinstown (said Eucharist)
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        A concert played on recorders
        raising money for “The Quiet Space” on Poundbury
          promoted by Dorchester Churches Together
       Martinstown Parish Church
       Friday 3 December    19.30 hrs    
       Tickets available on the door   £7.50   (Concession: £5)

���
	�
� �� 

knows that many homeless and badly-housed  families desperately 
need advice and support.  Thousands of others face the frightening 
prospect of being without a home.  Last year the Benefice raised a 
substantial amount to help SHELTER at Christmas. Please help us 
do the same this Christmas.

    Coffee Morning  Saturday 11 December
    10.30 – 12.00
    The Rectory 
    Bring and Buy • Cakes • Raffle • Tea and Coffee

Repairs to the gutters, essential to keep the Church’s fabric protected from 
water damage have been completed.      Thanks to Justin Hallett for his 
professionalism.   The cost of over £1000 exceeded the original estimate 
because it was found that badly rusted guttering had to be replaced.
We would be truly glad of your help to raise the additional money.

  “Redmays”  (home of Angie Hallett)
   Winterbourne Abbas
   Saturday 4 December   10.00-11.30
                                Tea/Coffee • Cakes • Stall
      Easy parking opposite School, and controlled crossing near at hand
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
       “All Things in Common”

Dorchester Benefice long weekend 
at the Abbey of  Bec Helouin in Normandy
Thursday 24 February – Tuesday 1 March 2011
Travel by minibus, overnight ferry   Informal retreat
Well equipped and modern abbey . Provisional cost £250
Details on a leaflet in Martinstown Church or phone Canon Harold 
Stephens.

The 2011 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comes to us 
from an ecumenical group in Jerusalem.

The Christians of Jerusalem and indeed much of the Middle 
East are living under tremendous pressure and we are all too aware of 
the difficulties they experience both in terms of the political and 
religious situation and their dwindling numbers. However they are 
also communities of faith that worship, pray and study together, who 
work for the good of their society and pray for unity of the Church 
and the coming of the Kingdom of God. In 2011 they invite the 
world-wide Church to pray with them for the unity of the Church and 
justice and peace in the Holy Land and through the world.

People of all Christian traditions are invited to come 
together:-
Tuesday 18 January  Confession of St Peter
08.30 Martinstown: Morning Prayer
12.00 Martinstown: Midday Prayers followed by soup, bread, 
cheese
Friday 21 January  St Agnes
12.00  W’bne Abbas  Midday Prayer followed by soup, bread, 
cheese 
Sunday 23 January
18.00 Martinstown Service prepared by Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland
Tuesday 25 January  Conversion of St Paul
08.30 Martinstown: Morning Prayer
12.00 Martinstown: Midday Prayers followed by soup, bread, 
cheese
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We support USPG  - Anglicans in World Mission
World Aids Day    December 1st

On a recent tour of a hospital in Tanzania, former USPG Mission 
Companion Karilyn Collins encountered a young girl, dressed in rags, 
begging food from mothers on the maternity ward.

Karilyn explained: ‘She looked relatively well fed and fit. Staff told 
me she had been very sick so she was brought to the hospital from the 
orphanage where she lived. When the orphanage discovered the girl 
was HIV-positive they didn’t want her back, so from then on she had 
lived on the ward.       ‘That was two years ago. Now the girl is six 
years old. She behaves like a pet, greeting visitors by putting her hand 
in theirs and walking around with them. She hadn’t even been given a 
name by the hospital staff and I never heard her speak.’

Elsewhere, in the mining town of Geita, Karilyn met 8-year-old 
Charity [not her real name], whose parents died five years ago, before 
anti retroviral treatment became available, from AIDS-related 
illnesses. 
Karilyn said: ‘Charity lived with her grandmother, who was old and 
sick. They had little contact with their neighbours due to the stigma of 
HIV.     ‘One day, one of the neighbours noticed a bad smell coming 
from the hut and went to investigate. Little Charity told her neighbour 
that she couldn’t wake her granny up. It transpired that Charity’s 
grandmother had died several days earlier. Charity was found to be 
HIV-positive. She is now doing well on treatment, but no-one wants 
to take her in, so the local Anglican home-based care co-ordinator 
looks after her most of the time.’

Karilyn added: ‘Not all infected children have such a difficult time, but 
meeting both these girls in such a short space of time had a very 
profound effect on me. It shows that the major problem for those who 
suffer from HIV in Tanzania is the stigma that is still affecting people, 
especially children.’
      Please help us support USPG
     Please pray on World Aids Day for all working with HIV projects
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The Way Ahead
Jinga Cottage

Grove Hill
Martinstown DT2 9JP

Telephone 01305 889895 e-mail braidwood@braidwood.org.uk

December 2010

 Remembrance Day was celebrated again after a very successful Poppy 
Appeal. Eileen Hobday’s article is on page 27.

 Now – a challenge for our readers! Graham Herbert has been running  
our Martinstown-News Village Website for 3 years and feels it is time for him 
to step down. The website contract expires at the end of December and he will 
not be renewing it. He is urgently looking for someone to take over the task. 
If no one volunteers to take over then the site will cease to exist at the end of 
this year. While not everyone has access to the internet, those who do have 
enjoyed using the site which has always been able to post information in 
between issues of Valley & Valence as well as some stunning photographs of 
everything from a kingfisher to a WW2 Tank!!

 On looking back to December last year I see there was little response 
to my Adult Teasers. The situation has improved as last month I had seven 
replies.

  This issue contains details of a full programme leading up to 
Christmas. Page 8 shows church events in “Christmas at a Glance” and the 
Parish Diary opposite list a number of secular items.

In conclusion, Sonia and  I wish all of you, readers, contributors,
advertisers, printers, collators and distributors,

A Peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year,
Brian B.
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MORRISONS’ VOUCHERS
 
The school thanks all of the residents of the parish who kindly donated 
the Morrisons 'Lets Grow' vouchers c/o the shop in Martinstown, along 
with thanking Alan for letting us keep a pot for such collections.

The school sent off over 1,000 vouchers, and I have been told they have 
purchased various rakes, garden tidy containers along with some 
kitchen equipment which Morrisons added at the last moment!  We 
should be looking forward to bumper crops at the school next year!

PARISH DIARY
(For church services see back cover and church events on page 10)
Date & Time & Event  For Venues see page
      Reference in brackets [XX]
DECEMBER 2010
3rd  7.30pm Concert for Serendipity in Martinstown church [9]
4th 10 - 1130  Coffee morning for W Abbas church repairs [9]
5th 11am – 4pm Guides’ Christmas Fair [18]
8th  WI Christmas Party [20]
11th 10.30 -  12 Noon Bring & Buy at Rectory for Shelter [9]
11th 7.30pm DCS Christmas Oratorio [19]
14th WI Christmas Lunch [20]
18th 11am - 2pm Toddlers’ Christmas Party  [15]
18th Evening Toddlers’ Mums & Dads party at Brewers Arms [15]
JANUARY 2011
2nd 7.30pm Free film - Much Ado about Nothing at Brewers Arms [21]
12th 6.45pm WI Evening talk
17th W Abbas &W Steepleton PC meeting, Old Rectory, Steepleton 
       [23]
17th  8pm Valley Club Evening [21] 
18th 7.30pm PTFA meting at school [17]
30th 7.30pm Free film – Crocodile Dundee [21]
EARLY FEBRUARY
1st to 14th Compton Valence display of Snowdrops
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TODDLERS’  NEWS
December 2010

Meetings continue to be well attended and full of fun.  
In November we welcomed 6 new families to Toddlers 
at one session!

  The average age of our members seems to be getting lower and we 
actually had our youngest ever member attend when only 4 days 
old!  Not sure that record will be broken very quickly.  Thank you 
to everyone involved, and a special thanks to Linda for all her help 
every week.  We wouldn’t cope without you!
The Toddler Christmas party will be at Martinstown Village Hall 
on Saturday 18th December from 11am till 2pm.  All members – 
past, current and future - are welcome.  There will also be a Mums 
and/or Dads Christmas meal on Saturday 18th December at the 
Brewers Arms.  Just contact either Laura or myself for more 
information.
Please note that we will be closed on the two Bank Holiday 
Mondays of 27th December and 3rd January and meetings will 
continue on a Monday morning from 10th January onwards.
We are planning a Quiz Night in the hall just before Easter and 
further details will be announced nearer the time.  This will be 
accompanied by a plentiful selection of home-made cakes.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the WI for their 
generous donation to Toddler funds.  We will put this to good use 
at the Christmas Party so that the children will benefit directly.

Kay Dawson 01305 889140
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WINTERBOURNE VALLEY CE VA FIRST SCHOOL PTFA

December 2010
Hello everyone

I would like to start by thanking everyone for taking part, helping or coming 
to the Fashion Show in October. We had a fabulous night – the child and 
grown-up models were fantastic and we made just over £290. If I could 
arrange for trumpets to give a fanfare at this point I would because that is a 
great figure to start our fund raising for this year. Other fund raising we have 
been doing since September are Fun Mats where the children create pictures 
which can be printed on to all sorts of products; family photographs which 
took place in Martinstown Village Hall, and selling raffle tickets for the 
Dorchester Rotary Club. With the raffle tickets the school gets all the money 
from the tickets we sell plus 5% as well as the chance of winning some great 
prizes. These are fund raisers that go by unnoticed sometimes but without 
Jess Cheffey organising the Fun Mats; Tessa Clark organising the 
photography and Tessa Ferguson organising the selling of the Christmas 
raffle tickets our funds would be down by hundreds of pounds – so Thank 
You Very Much ladies.

The next thing the PTFA organises is the Christmas meal for 
the children, staff and governors at the school. This will be 
on the last day of term and is always enjoyed by everyone 
(even those doing the cooking of the various items). Many 
parents get involved in roasting potatoes, preparing stuffing, 
cooking the turkey etc and serving the food and as ever we 
are grateful for the willingness of everyone to help. Tessa 
Ferguson will soon be asking for help and sending letters out 
so prepare yourselves.

For the New Year we are thinking of tying in a torch lit procession with 
Candlemass at the beginning of February but that will be weather 
dependent - further details from the school next term. The Chocolate Bingo 
is booked for the 25th  March  so make a note in your diaries

Don't forget to use www.easyfundraising.org.uk to make purchases over the 
internet. Most internet retailers are accessible from this site and the school 
gets a donations without any cost to yourselves.
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It just leaves me to say a Very Happy Christmas and New Year and I'll see you 
at our next meeting on Tuesday, the 18th January, 7.30pm at the school.

Lesley Lewis, Chairperson, Winterbourne Valley PTFA 01305 889134

FREE BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS  (with Nestle Box Tops for Books)
Following the ongoing success of the scheme, Nestle Whole 

Grain Cereals are again linking with Dorling Kindersley to offer even 
more fantastic FREE books for school.

Simply cut out the tokens from the tops of special packs of Nestle 
cereals and hand them in to the school or alternatively at Martinstown 
shop.  Alan has kindly let us keep a collection pot on the counter for such 
collections.  Thank you Alan!

Schools can get one book for as little as ten tokens, so keep 
saving them for us please.  

This is an ongoing scheme, and has been very useful for us to stock up on 
library books for all of the children to use, so thank you for your continued 
support.

MARIE CURIE CRAFT AND GIFT FAIR
Thank you to all who supported us this year.  It was a very busy day 
indeed, and to date was the best we have accomplished.  A cheque for 
£500 has been sent to Marie Curie Cancer Care.  Thanks go to Gillian 
McCourtie, Mrs Hobday and of course my family for all of their 
support to make this event such a success.  Becky Dovey

More Teacher’s Nightmare &Child Logic!
Q What is a fibula?
A A little lie.

Q Steve is driving his car. He is travelling at 60 ft/sec and the speed 
limit is 40mph. Is Steve speeding?
A He could find out by looking at the speedometer.

Q What is a vibration?
A There are good vibrations and bad vibrations. Good vibrations 
were discovered in the 1960s.

   Babes and Sucklings
    If I had a vote I’d vote for the Christmas Party!
     Sandra aged 6
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December 2010

First of all, we would like to say goodbye to Shannon Whorthey, 
moving on to new things. She will be missed.

 Please don’t forget our Christmas Fayre on 5th December at the 
Village Hall, lots of stalls, big raffles and tombola. See you there!

Contacts are  Alison Hallett on 01305 813804 or Fiona Hooper on 
01305 261897 for any further details.

Yours in guiding,
Alison and Fiona and Emily.
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December 2010

At the November meeting we had an opportunity to use our 
artistic skills when Joan Haine showed us how to create a pencil 
drawing– some with better success than others - but it was a very 
enjoyable evening.  We also had a report on the Autumn Council meeting 
in Poole, details of varied activities planned for next year by County 
Office were given.  Edwina Curry had been a very entertaining speaker 
in the afternoon.

It was agreed to hold a meeting on 30 November at 10 am at 1 
Hardy Close in order to discuss the Resolutions to be put forward to the 
National AGM.

Thanks to many generous gifts for the Women’s Refuge we were 
able to fill a large laundry basket. In December we are collecting for The 
Hub – suggested items are gloves, socks, scarves, etc to be given to the 
homeless in Dorchester.

Thank you to Margaret Hearing and Eileen Brotherton for 
providing refreshments.

Our next meeting will be the Christmas Party on 8 December 
and on 12 January 2011 a talk by Victoria Lawford on “Victoria’s 
Closet – a unique dress agency” both at 6.45 in the Village Hall.
Scrabble  - Thursday 2 December at 1 Hardy Close.
Christmas Lunch in the Brewer’s Arms – Tuesday 14 December

Angela Barrett
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THE  VALLEY  CLUB
We hope our social evening with the Beaminster Gallery Quire, 

carols, mulled wine and mince pies was enjoyed by all who attended.  
This is the last event for this year.  We do not have an event in December 
as there are always lots of activities leading up to Christmas and everyone 
is busy.

For our first meeting of the New Year, James Foster-Pegg from 
Poundbury Garden Centre will be giving us a talk on ‘Gardening for 
Wildlife’ on Monday 17th January 2011 at 8.00pm in Martinstown 
Village Hall.  He will look into the reasons why one may wish to garden 
for wildlife and how to fit wildlife gardening into a conventional garden.  
James is always an interesting speaker so do come along for his talk.

On behalf of the Valley Club Committee, I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and all good wishes 
for the New Year.  Thank you for all the support you have given us during 
the year and we look forward to seeing you at our future events.

Pat Willetts  Tel. 889597

FREE FILM EVENINGS
IN THE NEW YEAR

At the Brewers on Sundays at 7.30pm

  Space limited  Meals before the film are available
   if booked at least a day ahead with Jackie

  2nd January  “Much Ado About Nothing”
  Shakespeare in beautiful Tuscany - with brilliant acting by:-
  Kenneth Branagh, Emma Thompson, Richard Briers, Ben Elton

  30th  January   “Crocodile Dundee”
  Good natured humour in this original film contrasting wildlife in     
Australia with even wilder (??) life in New York!!
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WINTERBOURNE ABBAS AND
WINTERBOURNE STEEPLETON PARISH COUNCIL

The 15th November meeting of the Parish Council was held in the 
Old Rectory, Winterbourne Steepleton by kind permission of Mrs 
Wakeford.

The clerk had prepared a schedule of possible income and 
expenditure for the financial year 2011/2012. The matter was discussed. 
It was then resolved that there will be no need to increase the Parish 
Council precept for the next financial year.

Members received a plaque in recognition of the second prize 
won in this year's Tidy Village Competition. The Churchwarden will be 
asked if this can be erected in the porch of St Michael's church, 
Winterbourne Steepleton.

Attention was drawn to the date for the 2011 Census which will 
be Sunday 27th March. Correspondence was read concerning the matter 
of a footpath link from Valley Cottages road to The Paddocks. The owner 
of a small area of land between Valley Cottages road and the public 
footpath in front of The Paddocks needed to be identified and consulted 
before a connecting link could be constructed. Action in this regard 
continues.

The Parish Council continues to press for the construction of a 
footpath from Butt Farm Close to the Coach and Horses to afford safer 
access to the pedestrian crossing. Some sections of the South 
Winterbourne stream still need clearing of weed to help keep the water 
flowing and not cause blockages near bridges resulting in flooding of the 
road and property. West Dorset District Council officers will be 
contacting the riparian owners concerned.

The open ditch at the eastern side of Coombe Road near the 
junction with the B3159 road is blocked. Dorset County Council will be 
asked to clear this ditch to prevent flooding.
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The Parish Councillors were asked by a member of the public 
to bear in mind the need to find land for the erection of affordable 
dwellings in the area to make it easier for young people to be able to 
live in the villages. This was noted and would be supported should the 
occasion arise.

A report that trees and shrubs were being removed from the 
rear of the churchyard in Winterbourne Steepleton was greeted with 
concern. Those present considered that this copse formed a pleasing 
rural backdrop to the church and was a haven for wildlife. The West 
Dorset District Council would be asked to investigate the matter.

The next scheduled meeting of the Parish Council will be held 
in the Old Rectory, Winterbourne Steepleton on Monday 17th January 
2011.

Stephen Slade, Parish Clerk

TABLE TENNIS

A small group of us spend a happy hour 
playing (on a splendid table) in the Village 
Hall every Monday afternoon from 2.30 to 
3.30.

We would welcome a few more players, of either sex. You do not 
have to be young or good at this pastime, nor do you need 
expensive equipment. We provide bats as well as balls.

We do it for fun, good company and exercise,
 and it costs us £1.00 a week each.

If you are interested please
 ring 01305 889346 or 01305 889463.

  Margaret Hearing
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BENEFICE OF THE WINTERBOURNES & COMPTON VALENCE
December 2010 – January 2011

Sunday 5 December  SECOND of Advent
09.30   Parish Eucharist  Winterbourne Abbas
11.00  Parish Eucharist   Martinstown
18.00  Evening Prayer  Martinstown

Sunday 12 December THIRD of Advent
 08.00  Parish Eucharist  Martinstown
 09.30. Parish Eucharist  Compton Valence
11.00   Parish Eucharist  Winterbourne Steepleton
18.00 Christingle Celebration Martinstown

Thursday 16 December
 18.30  School Christmas Carol Service    Martinstown 

Sunday 19 December  FOURTH  of Advent
09.30  Come and Praise  Winterbourne Abbas
11.00   Parish Eucharist   Martinstown
18.00 Carols Service                         Martinstown

Monday 20 December
18.30. Carol Service   Compton Valence

Wednesday 22 December
18.30  Carols and Readings  Winterbourne Abbas

Friday 24 December Christmas Eve
16.00   “Come to the Manger”  Crib service   Winterbourne Abbas
18.00   “Come to the Manger”  Crib service Martinstown
23.00   Midnight Eucharist              Winterbourne Steepleton

CHRISTMAS           The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
 09.30  Parish Eucharist & Carols  Compton Valence
11.00 . Parish Eucharist & Carols  Martinstown

Sunday 26 December  St Stephen
 11.00  Parish Eucharist (said) Martinstown
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Sunday 2 January SECOND of Christmas   PLOUGH SUNDA Y
Blessing of plough shares and prayers for agri-culture
09.30. Parish Eucharist  Winterbourne Abbas
11.00  Parish Eucharist  Martinstown
18.00  Evening Prayer  Martinstown

Thursday 6 January EPIPHANY (Twelfth day of Christm as)
09.00   Collective Worship for Epiphany at Winterbourne Valley School
12.00   Epiphany Eucharist                 Martinstown
13.00   Dorchester Deanery Retired Clergy Epiphany Party
            at the Brewers’ Arms

Sunday 9 January EPIPHANY 1    BAPTISM OF CHRIST
08.00  Parish Eucharist  Martinstown
09.30  Parish Eucharist  Comp ton Valence
11.00  Parish Eucharist  Winterbourne Steepleton
18.00 Evening Prayer              Martinstown

Sunday 16 January  SECOND of Epiphany
Visiting preacher for Christian Unity
 09.30  Come & Praise  Winterbourne Abbas
11.00  Parish Eucharist   Martinstown
18.00 Evening  Prayer              Martinstown

Tuesday 18 -Tuesday 25   Week of Prayer for Christi an Unity
Both Tuesdays  12.00 Martinstown. Midday Prayers for Unity and lunch
 Friday 21 January
10.00  Celebrating Healing & Wholeness Martinstown
12.00   Unity prayers and lunch                     Winterbourne Abbas

Sunday 23  January THIRD  of Epiphany
09.30 . Parish Eucharist   Steepleton Manor
11.00   Parish Eucharist (All age) Martinstown
18.00  Christian Unity  Service Martinstown

Sunday 30 January (Fifth Sunday) CANDLEMASS
11.00  Benefice Eucharist              Martinstown 
18.00    Evening Prayer              Martinstown

Monday-Friday    08.30-8.50 Morning Prayer at Marti nstown
                              08.15  Most Fridays M P Winterbourne Abbas
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POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT DATES
AND MEMBERS

We are looked after by our
Community Beat Officer Sandy Redford (PC178) assisted by

Sarah Pilcher (PCSO 5410)
On Wednesday 8th December and 12th January  Sarah will be  
at Stevens Farm shop from 1pm to 2pm  and at Manor Court 
Community Centre from 2pm to 3pm. All visits are subject to 
operational commitments.

 Your Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) members are 
Sandy and Sarah (both above) plus Sgt 1742 Steve Yeoman 

MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
News and events

ANN MATTHEWS Telephone 889248
FUN, EXCITEMENT, EXERCISE

WITH SHORT MAT BOWLING

The equipment can now be booked with the 
hall through Tessa Clark. So - why not get 

a group of friends together one day? 

BINGO ON FRIDAYS
Grand Christmas Bingo on December 10th

7th  & 21st January
Please come along and bring a friend.

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
The Booking Secretary is Tessa Clark

Telephone 889493
 (Please call between 9am and 8pm only)
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MARTINSTOWN PANTO
ADVANCE NOTICE**

It will soon be that time of year again- oh yes it will- so make 
a note in your diary for a visit to see the Martinstown Panto.

"Little Red Riding Hood" will be performed in the Village Hall 
on Friday February 11th at 7.30 and on Saturday 12th 
February at 2.30 and 7.30. Tickets will be on sale in early 
January from Ann Matthews (01305 889248).

** Editor’s Note:- I wanted to put “Advance Warning Notice” but 
was told this would be inappropriate!!

BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL
My grateful thanks once again to the many people who each 

year help to raise the money for the British Legion Poppy Appeal.

This year all the dedicated team have collected house to house. 
Boxes were on display at The Shop, The Brewers, and Stevens Farm 
shop. Wreaths and poppy crosses, altar poppies and car poppies, were 
delivered to all who requested them.

To enhance the remembrance garden on the village green, a 
beautiful wooden cross was made by a local craftsman. Everybody who 
wished was invited to plant a poppy cross or lay a wreath.

Remembrance Sunday saw lots of people on the village green 
for the short service, crosses, and the laying of two wreaths - one on 
behalf of the Church and the other as a gift from all the village poppy 
collectors with the words We will remember them. The same words as 
on our beautiful new cross. These are both in the Church.

Once again, very many thanks to you all for all your work.

Eileen Hobday. P A O.
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  Chesil Beach in December
Sat 4th Meet at Camp Road at 10am - Fossils at Pirates Cove
As the tide falls leaving the Fleet foreshore exposed, now is the 
perfect time to explore the seabed for fossils (sea urchins a 
speciality). Join one of our guides to help identify your finds.

 Adults £3, children £2.
For further information about our walks

 please contact the Chesil Beach Centre 01305 760579,
 or visit our website www.chesilbeach.org. 

NEWS FROM THE SHOP
 The Post Office opening hours from Monday 6th to Tuesday 
23rd December will be:-

Monday 9am - 1pm and 2pm - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9am - 1pm and 2pm - 5.30pm
Wednesday 9am – 12 Noon
Thursday 9am - 1pm and 2pm - 5.30pm
Friday 9am - 1pm and 3pm - 5.30pm
Saturday 10am – 12 Noon

 The last Christmas posting dates for the UK are:-
 2nd Class Saturday 18th December
and 1st Class Tuesday 21st December

 We will also be stocking the usual chocolate biscuits and 
cards etc.

      Alan

COMPTON VALENCE
CHURCH FLOWERS AND CLEANING ROTA

December
1st – 10th  Mrs Brookes
11th – 24th    Mrs James
25th – 7th January Mrs Russell

January
 8th – 21st   Wendy Allen
 22nd – 31st   Mrs Graham
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Royal British Legion - Abbotsbury & Portesham 
Branch

We will remember - David BLISS of Portesham. David was a lifetime 
resident of the area, well known and highly respected. He was a valued 
Branch Committee Member for many years. We extend our utmost 
sympathy to all his family at their sudden loss.

Thursday, 4th November 7.30pm Strangways Hall, Abbotsbury
Branch Annual General Meeting followed by cheese & wine.

14th November Remembrance Sunday
10.15am  St. Nicholas churchyard War Memorial, Abbotsbury, a short 
wreath laying ceremony.
10.50 am Divine Service with the Branch Padre Rev. Ada Whittock, 
assisted by Canon David Callard, at St. Peter's Church, Portesham, 
followed by wreath laying at the Portesham War Memorial.
12 for 12.30 pm A Branch meal at the Ilchester Arms, Abbotsbury. 
Members should contact Bob Kenward (01035 871139) to book a seat.

25th November Christmas Shopping Trip to Salisbury Book with 
Des Baker please on 01305 267617. Pick-ups - Abbotsbury Square 
9.15 a.m., Portesham Green 9.25 a.m., 35a London Rd,. Dorchester 
9.45 a.m.
Fares will depend on numbers travelling - non-members are welcome 
(add £2)
.
9th December 7 pm. for 7.30 p.m. Strangways Hall, Abbotsbury - A 
Hot Supper - the last event before Christmas which as regulars know 
is a very good 2 -course supper, plus a large raffle (donations of prizes 
would be appreciated). Seating limited, so we need advance payment 
to Des Baker or any Committee Member of £7.50 per person. Open to 
non-members (add £2 booking fee) whom we shall be delighted to 
welcome.

Des Baker, Entertainments Chairman    01305 267617
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